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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 stand rejected on prior art grounds. In order to overcome these rejections, 
independent claims 1 , 8 and 15 are amended herein to include the features of previously 
presented dependent claims 6, 13 and 20, respectively. Therefore, dependent claims 6, 13 and 20 
are herein cancelled and claims 1-5, 7-12, and 14-19 are all the claims presently pending in the 
application. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of these claims based on the following 
discussion. 

I. The Prior Art Rejections 

Claims 1-2, 4-6, 15-16 and 18-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as being 
anticipated by Heid (U.S. Patent No. 6,063,188), hereinafter referred to as Heid. Claims 3, 7, 
and 17 stand rejected under 35, U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heid. Claims 8-9 and 
1 1-13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. as being unpatentable over Heid. Claims 10 and 14 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Heid. Applicants respectfully 
traverse these rejections based on the following discussion. 

Heid teaches a temperature sensitive release mechanism for a latch that is used to secure 
a lid on a crucible (see Abstract, col. 1, line 64-coI. 2, line 14, and Figures 1-3). Contrarily, the 
present invention refers to a temperature sensitive release for partial-circle structures that are 
positioned to pass between two parts of a workpiece (e.g., a substrate and a chip) in order to 
break the interconnects that connect the two parts. In order to better clarify this distinction, 
independent claims 1, 8 and 15 are amended so that the features of previously presented 
dependent claims 6, 13 and 20 are moved up into the respective independent claims. 

The Applicants submit that none of the prior art references teach or suggest the following 
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feattires of amended independent claims 1, S and 15: (1) "An apparatus for separating two parts 
of a workpiece, wherein said two parts are connected by interconnects"; and (2) " wherein said 
partial-circle structure is positioned to pass between said two parts and break said interconnects 
when released by said temperature-sensitive release." The Applicants further submit that none of 
the cited prior art references teach the feature of amended independent claim 8 of "reservoirs 
positioned to receive material from said interconnects broken by said partial-circle structures". 

Regarding amended independent claims 1, 8 and J 5 neither me first office action dated 
March 17, 2006, nor the final office action dated My 17, 2006, how the invention of Heid 
discloses partial-circle structures) that are positioned to move between two parts of a workpiece 
and break interconnects when released by temperature-sensitive release(s). As mentioned above, 
teaches a temperature sensitive release mechanism for a latch that is used to secure a lid on a 
crucible. The latch does not move between two parts and does not break anything, much less 
interconnects. 

Regarding amended independent claim 8, the final office action cites item 40 of Heid as 
disclosing a reservoir. However, as illustrated in Figure 15 of Heid, me reservoir 40 is for 
receiving the contents of the crucible, once the release hatch is opened. It is not "positioned to 
receive material from said interconnects broken by said partial-circle structures". 

Therefore, independent claims 1, 8 and 15 are patentable over the Heid. Further, 
dependent claims 2-5, 7, 9-12, 14, and 16-19 are similarly patentable, not only by virtue of their 
dependency from a patentable independent claim, but also by virtue of the additional features of 
the invention they define. Moreover, the Applicants note that all claims are p TO perly supported 
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in the specification and accompanying drawings, and no new matter is being added. In view of 
the foregoing, the Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the rejections. 

II. Formal Matters and Conclusion 

With respect to the rejections to the claims, the claims have been amended, above, to 
overcome these rejections. In view of the foregoing, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
reconsider and withdraw the rejections to the claims. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants submit that claims 1-5, 7-12, and 14-19 are, all the 
claims presently pending in the application, are patentably distinct from the prior art of record 
and are in condition for allowance. The Examiner is respectfully requested to pass the above 
application to issue at the earliest possible time. 

Should the Examiner find the application to be other than in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at the' local telephone number listed below to 
discuss any other changes deemed necessary. Please charge any deficiencies and credit any 
overpayments to Attorney's Deposit Account Number 09-0441 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 

Fafnela M. Riley 

Gibb LP. Law Firm, LLC Registration No. 40, 146 

2568-A Riva Road, Suite 304 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

Voice: (410) 573-1528 

Fax:(301)261-8825 

Customer Number: 291 54 
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